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Dear Mums, Dads and Carers,  

As you will be aware, the “Christmas Party” is on Friday 8th December and many 
“Thanks” goes out to you once more for all the hard work in supporting the “Christmas 
Treasure Trail”. For those parents who didn’t manage to collect sponsor money 
a fee of £7.50 is required for your child to attend the Christmas party. 

All nursery fees must be paid by close of business on Tuesday 19th December. 
If you have any queries or concerns with regard to your fees please speak to  
Mrs Marriott. Please note: There is a half retainer fee charged to parents while the 
nursery is closed over the Christmas period. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a, 

“Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year” 
 

Dates for your Diary 

 
Monday 4th December – Nativity rehearsal 2pm-3pm for all children 
 
Tuesday 5th December   -    Nativity 9.30am start (nursery closed in the 
afternoon) 
 
Friday 8th December    -    Children’s Christmas Party (nursery closed in the 

morning) 

Wednesday 13th December – Parents Evening 

Friday 15th December – Last day for funded only children 

Tuesday 19th December – Nursery closes at 6pm for Christmas holiday 

Monday 8th January 2018 - Nursery re-opens after Christmas holiday 

Half term – Monday 12th February to Friday 16th February 2018 

Wednesday 28th March – Nursery closes at 6pm for Easter holiday 

Monday 9th April – Nursery re-opens after Easter break 



Monday 16th April – Funded only children return to nursery after Easter break. 

Half term – Mon 28th May to Fri 1st June 2018 

 

Christmas Nativity 

The rehearsals for the “Nativity” have commenced! 
 
All the children will have a part, and all the children will have a costume and what 
happens on the day happens!   
 
As you are aware, from the diary dates, we will be holding a “FULL” rehearsal on 
Monday 4th December 2pm – 3pm for all the children.  If your child/children do not 
normally attend nursery on a Monday, we would be very grateful if you could bring 
them along for the hour, as it is the only time before the actual production, that all the 
children will come together to rehearse.  
 
Unfortunately, parents will be unable to watch the rehearsal or stay on the nursery 
premises during this hour. If you have any queries or questions with regard to the 
nativity, then please don’t hesitate to speak to one of the staff. 

 
Tickets for the nativity are on sale at a cost of £1.00 per ticket. Unfortunately, due to 
health and safety reasons we have to limit the tickets to two tickets per family 
initially, if you require extra tickets please ask a member of staff to add your name to 
the reserve list. 
 
We would like to politely remind parents that nursery will be closed for the 
afternoon after the nativity has finished. 
 
Recording equipment during the Nativity Production 
 
As you will be aware taking photographs and videos of children has become a “hot 
topic” over the past few years. As a nursery we would like you to be able to keep 
precious moments of your child/children. As a consequence, it has been decided to 
ask all parents/ carers for their permission before the Nativity begins. If everyone 
agrees then videos and photographs will be allowed, on the understanding that no 
material would be put on any social networking sites. If you feel you have any issues 
you wish to raise, please see Mrs Brockliss or Mrs Marriott before the event. We 
want the Nativity to be enjoyed by all and value everyone’s opinion, have a think  
about it and let us know. 
 
Next Steps for Home 
 
Just a quick reminder for parents to check their child’s learning journey for next steps 
at home which support your child’s learning and development. Please add comments 
of any learning that takes place at home too, whether it links to your child’s next 
steps or not 

 



Parents First Aid Awareness Course 

Centaur Training services in Leyland are providing a First Aid awareness course for 
parents, grandparents, and carers specifically for babies, children and family. 

After just 3 hours you will leave knowing that should an accident happen, you will 
have the confidence to carry out life saving techniques. 

What you will learn: 

• (CPR) Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation for all the family 

• Choking for all the family 

• Recovery position for all the family 

• Burns and scalds 

• Meningitis 

For more information contact Centaur Training on 01772 433080 

Email: info@centaurtraining.co.uk 

Please follow the link for a downloadable free app which provides first aid advice at 
your fingertips. 

https://www.sja.org.uk/sja/first-aid-advice/first-aid-for-parents.aspx 

Mathematics in the home 
 
This half term we are mainly focusing on Mathematics and urge parents to get involved 
at home to teach their child essential mathematic life skills. Please see below some 
ideas and tips as to how you can help your child’s learning and development in 
Mathematics. 
 
Please follow the link below to find a Family Maths Toolkit with plenty of ideas for 
activities you can do with your child to help them see the maths in everyday life, and 
a free online tool the National Numeracy Challenge for parents who struggle with 
maths and wish to improve. 
 
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/your-childs-maths 
 
Text Emergency 999 

For those parents/carers that are not aware, it is possible to alert emergency 
services to your whereabouts even in situations where you are unable to talk out 
loud. EmergencySMS is similar to the police’s Silent Solution – which allows callers 
to inform emergency call handlers they require police assistance without making a 
sound. But, the EmergencySMS service allows people to silently request urgent 
assistance from police, as well as paramedics, the fire brigade and the coastguard. 

Here’s how to do it: Firstly, you must register your mobile phone number with 
emergency services before you can request help via text.  

https://www.sja.org.uk/sja/first-aid-advice/first-aid-for-parents.aspx
https://www.nationalnumeracy.org.uk/your-childs-maths


1. Send the word ‘register’ in an SMS message to 999  

2. You will then receive SMS messages about the service  

3. When you have read these SMS messages reply by sending ‘yes’ in an SMS 
message to 999  

4. You will receive a SMS message telling you that your mobile phone is registered 
or if there is a problem with your registration.  

Your phone number MUST be registered before you can use this service. 

Read more: http://metro.co.uk/2017/05/26/how-to-silently-alert-police-or-an-
ambulance-in-an-emergency-6664488/?ito=cbshare 

Stocking fillers 

Children’s books are a great stocking filler and I thought I would share this article 
from NurseryWorld, which highlights the top 60 children’s books published in the last 
year recommended by BookTrust’s panel of experts, including bookshop owners, 
parent bloggers and librarians, as well as BookTrust’s own in-house team. 

Recommendations for children aged three and under include Fruit in Suits by Jared 
Chapman, Super Rabbit by Stephanie Blake and Quiet! by Kate Alizadeh. 

Books suggested for four- to five-year-olds include Danny McGee Drinks the Sea by 
Andy Stanton, Nanette’s Baguette by Mo Willems, and The Cave by Rob Hodgson. 

For the full article please follow the link below: 

https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1162841/booktrust-names-
great-books-for-birth-to-five-year-olds 

Policy of the Month 

Please find attached our ‘Promoting positive behaviour’ policy for you to read. If you 

have any queries or would like to contribute your ideas regarding our policies and 

procedures please feel free to speak to a member of staff. 

Nursery policies and procedures are available to view on our website, and I urge 

parents to become familiar with them. If you do not have access to the internet you 

can request to view our policies and procedures at any time, just speak to a member 

of staff who would be happy to assist you. 

Please follow the link below to view our policies and procedures: 

http://www.stcatherinesnursery.co.uk/policy-documents/ 

 

 

http://metro.co.uk/2017/05/26/how-to-silently-alert-police-or-an-ambulance-in-an-emergency-6664488/?ito=cbshare
http://metro.co.uk/2017/05/26/how-to-silently-alert-police-or-an-ambulance-in-an-emergency-6664488/?ito=cbshare
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/g/great-books-guide-2017-0-3
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/g/great-books-guide-2017-4-5s/
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/review/1161915/the-cave-by-rob-hodgson
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1162841/booktrust-names-great-books-for-birth-to-five-year-olds
https://www.nurseryworld.co.uk/nursery-world/news/1162841/booktrust-names-great-books-for-birth-to-five-year-olds
http://www.stcatherinesnursery.co.uk/policy-documents/


Facebook review 

Please could parents rate St Catherine’s Independent Nursery and write a review on 

Facebook, and like our page if you haven’t already! We would very much appreciate 

it! Please follow the link below:  

https://www.facebook.com/MossLaneLeyland/ 

Parents Evening 

We are holding an informal Parents Evening on Wednesday 13th December.  
We would encourage all parents to make an appointment with their child’s key-person 
as we strongly feel that this is an invaluable opportunity to share information on the 
development of your children. 
 
A parents evening schedule is on the parent’s notice board to enable you to book your 
preferred time slot with your child’s key-person. 
 
Please ensure you have received, completed and returned the ‘What to Expect and 
When’ document to your child’s keyperson by Wednesday 9th March. 
 

Sound of the Week 

w/c 4th December ‘g’ 

w/c 11th December ‘o’ 

w/c 8th January ‘u’ 

 

Word of the week 

w/c 4th December ‘experience’ 

w/c 11th December ‘enthusiastic’ 

w/c 8th January ‘tradition’ 

 

Yours sincerely 

Helen Brockliss 

https://www.facebook.com/MossLaneLeyland/

